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the group^s 'Vioicnt confroiiiatlo^ 
Police and FBI officials were regularly 



- The FBI continues'to timi up'in f detafled Wo^tfon 

tmavnlainA/1 /»tiv«iimafan<">aa » auOlIt toO gTOUp S pla Tl S, aCtlVltieS Sncl 



unexplained circumstances surrounding 
the assassination of MaVtin Luther 
^ Kingl ,si • -j iilrr?- — r 

. ^ Newsday has learned &at FBI in-^ 
iormants actively * participated in the 



m^ting3:/*They knew everything 

,at , Inviui^:^ Jneetings^^'‘dh'f 
,8ourc»-8aid. “It was as if' they bad a 

«, : tape* recorder there." The undercover 

Triotmg to ^isentoich dr^ :^Memphds policy who totoed toe In4 

,toe Bev. Dr. Ktog back to. toe dty •'^dOT wm at toe 
where he WM TrillML - ' ' - ^ the day of the not^ several sources I 

Wto^fXmantTand at sm a member oG 

one undereover agent for toe Memphis ;;“® Memphis |6ice. . .-.m- .v=- .. » 

Police Department were among the “Weston [not the real name of the 
most active - members of a young, vio-’ undercover pdlice agent] was very vo- 
ence-prone black group which openly/;: ®^ very^ actiye,” said a former leader! 
opposed King's peaceful m a r c h sup-~ * Invaders who has talked to the: 

porting the city's sanitation workers. . 

According to some witnesses, the 
100-member group -called the Invaders ^ 
led the March 28 riots which attempted 
to discredit King's efforts. Following 
the riot, in which one. youth was killed, ^, 
scores injured and 238 arrested, B^g 



policeman since be was discovered toj 
be a member of the force. “He had a- 
7.62 Russian automatic riffe and he; 
was armed every time we were annedJ 
He was always suggesting actions that 
we should take; I never saw him-physi-, 
/cally attack anyone. But he was one of 



vowed t^t he would return to prove* most provocative members of the 
that he. stiU could lead alnpnviolent de^ ^ r 

EDonstation.* . 1 The-Invaders, who wore jackets with 

*T>r. **King wc^d neve^ have re - j^ their names printed on the backs, were 
turned to Memphis if the violence had '^organized- in late 19 67;. The youths 
, not happened," said the Rev. Jess e^'were led mainly fay coUege students- al| 
Jackson, who was one of King's aides 'pearly Men: 4 >his State and LeMoyna 
in the- ^uthem Christian Leadership- ''Colleges. The Invaders denounced tho 
Conference. "We nev^ intended to get - nonviolent staaitegy,. but, offered. pn>i 
bogged- down in Meinphi." , ’•* ^ ; * tection for King and his staff memk^fB.i 

The Invaders created major disrup- “They, like other blacks in the country. 



tiona among local blacks supporting 
King, according to his aides. They crit- 
ic i zed King for 'his nonviolent ap- 
proach and urged local blacks to “bum, 
baby, bum.” On April 4, the day King 
was killed, the groups met with him' 
and his staff and thi^tened renewed 
violence imless toey were given $750,- 
000 to redevelop their community. 
“They just got louder and louder," one 
aide who was at the meeting recalled. 
“We told them we didn’t have access to 
that kind of money We had to put 
them out" 

Two sources said FBI agents and 
Memphis policemen admitted that they, 
had “penetratd" .the Invaders with 



were naturally frustrated by the slow 
pace of change," smd the'*Rev. Hoseah 
WilIiams,"Atlanta SCLC director. "We 
usually put them to work as parade 
marshals or security guards.-- They 
would never have hurt Dr. King. But 
those who infiltrated our groups, and' 
we could never identify them, tried to! 
exploit the youngsters’ frustrations and) 
neglect and turn them against us/* | 
^ . The-FBI and Memphis police veri- 
fied recently that they bad informants | 
among the Invaders in 1968. However, 
Henry Lux, who was the assistant po-* 
lice chief in Memphis, downplayed the 
group’s role in the March 28 violence. 
Robert G. Jensen, who was the FBI 



several infomiers. One of the inform- -agent in charge at the time, said, J*lj 
ants reportedly planned* a large portion —Continued on Page 25' 
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n FBI Domestic IntelUg^^ sinatiok^ resolve iinansw^ecf 

-Contmued!«>m^g«7 whether the bu-. 

wouldn’t be surpiW if we had infon^ . ^ j ;„as- . leau “vendetta” against King was'i^ 

ers in the group. I m sure there .* _ t.- ;« iLf^r«r,K?a : 



laeil-^Dionm Deiore i\ing waa aoaicw. xv ^„r—- 

^ . T««o^o«. - designed to “prevent the rise of a mes- c lated to his murder in Memphis. - 

equate coverage of ^ Invad rs.^ 'siahT who could unify the militant Some of King’s* staff members over 

®“r uUr |_|__T_ I.:^.,«.i;«*. Amon f **■ An nver— -xU... U*»xt£% /»Karcr<w^ fhfl^ the Invad— 

riots which 

- . ... . : ci^t“„black leaders their move-^^ 

In addition to. being mvolverf with j among both blacks and whites^ * 
the March.28 violence^ the M«np^ - - 



It ia. ieliably^report^^t^. naUonalist movement” An <)ver-^the years, have charged that 1 

reau an MempM poucej^naxea^^-- gjQ goa^ of Hoover's plan was to ‘Jdisr ^ .eis were responsible for the ri 
ligenceabout the^yadci^ - ^ leaders their move-^^’ jndii^ 

- - * in. Me^his. ;f. 



^ The violence*^ at Memphis, permps 
more than anything el^‘ began to er- 



'*~*Trhe violence was definitely rwpo^ 
sibie' for Martin’a. being in ^Memph^ 



police undercover agent wm providing" 
security for King at the Lorraine: Mdtel 
on^'ffle day he. was assassinated, accord- 
ing to Imowledgeable sources. T^.offi- ^ 

cer was a m ember; of ,ffi^lni«d^ on Washin^n later*' that . violence, i.ww u u.e 

four-man security;! or eb_y^fc^a, ^lonth. After the Memphis riots sonae-.. with, the Invader, then it would bear 

agreed to prwde'piot^«m for Kn« national blade leaders attacked Kiny looking into.’’.-.-.-.. .^ .^w- 

while he was in Memphis. * ^ -T"* for thfe violence. On the day befoie be ,r> i., pg j deny any involvement 

There have been a seces of NAACP leader Roy Wilk^- Whig’s death! “The FBI did an m- 

su re a recently corweri^gcw .. ins attacked King in a story pr>n^. cellent job in^the investigation,” Jen- 

ScS^gSon. ■ the -Memph« W^_ .. sen said. “There are stilt a lot of theo- 



more thAn anyuimg eise, oegan tw cr- sibie lor Maruna. Dcing . m .ixivtmMiiskj 
ode Kin^s credibility among moderate .-on April. said. Cong, ^drw 

blacks. King and his gpx>up werejpr^ .Young (D-Ga.). ‘TDie Invaders them^^ 
paring to lead a Jion violent “Poor selves have taken responsibDity* for the 

. ^ ^ ^iolence. Now if the FBI was involved- 



The inquiry started-*a f ter the Senate 
Intelligence Commi^ ^ ' T maviSA”*^ tiiTVear r a n k s of the 

FBI memorandum, da te d Mar<^*^s^ mardi decides to throw a brick through 
1968, which detafled a plan ta portw ^ window, there’s nothing Dr. Kiig up 
King aa a hypocrite for sto^g at a ^ c^n jo to stop it” ' 

white^owned motel— the Rivermont _ , fu^ 

:HoUday Iniv-whem he fled after the det Le “uW. 



said he doubted that King <»uldjke^ ^^ries, but no new evidence. . . .' , 

the Washington march nonviolenh “If . However, former FBI agent Arthur * 



violence erupted.; The Justice Depart- 
ment investigated to see if the memo 
had anything to do with" King's return 
to the black-owned Lorraine Motel, 
where he was killed. They found no ev- 
idence linking the FBI to a plot to 
have King return to the Lorraine mo- 
teU. However, Nowaday has learned 
that the Invaders .heatedly : discussed 
King's stay at the white motel among 
themselves — some threatening violence 
over the issue. 



131 in Memphis, said that tlie r^'ulti- 
mate decisions [for Cointelpro] were 
made in Washington D.C. and then 
they came to the field office.” He de- 
nied that ^ office ever receiv^ the 
hotel memo. “I- have no recollection of 
a memorandum dated March 23,** he 
said. “If it was an intra-office memo I 
wouldn't have seen it anyway- It jWould 



— — O 1 

Murtagh Raid that Hoover’s relentless i 
surveillance of King influened the way ! 
individual agents approached the mur- i 
der. For a time Murtagh directed the 
bureau's intelligence unit in A 1 1 a n t a j 
which tapped the civil' rights leader's ' 
- telephones and bugged his rooms. “The 
bureau under Hoover believed that 
King was a foreign Communist agent,” ■ 
he said. ‘He was the enemy. In this 
sort of atmosphere, the bureau’s inves- 
tigating King's murder was like the 
CIA investigating the assassination of 
Russian premier, “ 



have come to us as general ii&uc^-^:;^ Murtagh said that some agents' were^^ 
tions.” ,. '- “eistatic” after King .was shot “When 4 



Jr uv/ua. ^ , 

». ™ i«aiP a ‘ Senate Intelligence Conpiittee • King was shot, an agent I knew in A’- j 

A source at the Justice Department - .said that it uncovered no evidence that r lanta .went on a 30-minute lu^. ^ 

told Nevreday that the FBI memo was the FBI was implicated m Kingymur- ; wte m the bureaus par^g ^ whw 

A t 4 -v.An T?nT TVirorf*fnr 1 F d ff a T def 'or any cover-up. -.The committee the news came and this fellow kept ^ 

-SiZTFr...k^«=b WM. H»y ... Z.™ IKlnr* »*■ ' 



Hoovers v>ounier-micaiKe««5 xivi^.*****^- 

(Cointelpro) against ‘.TBlack- National- reportedly called for a foetal spe- 

ist-Hate Groupa." The plan,..outlinedin-f-cial pro8e<mU>r to mvesti^ta t^ assas-_ 



name]'.' . . they got Zorrow. They ft- 
^nally got that son of a bitch.” 
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